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of overcoming the historical stereotypes and distortion inherited from the tsarist and Soviet 
past, similar to the challenge faced by those post-1945 West German historians who commit-
ted themselves wholeheartedly to the task of writing new history relevant to the building of a 










































































































































































































Erusalimskii has conducted a more extensive analysis of the manuscript tradition than any of 
his predecessors. He has uncovered new information about connections between the History 
and other texts that have been attributed to Kurbskii. He has proven that the late 17th century 
was a vital, generative time for the manuscript tradition in Russia. He has established that, 
regardless of the History’s origins, literate late 17th-century Russians embraced the idea of 
a dissident Kurbskii who rebuked misuse of autocratic authority. Finally, he has thoroughly 
examined the reception of the History in learned circles since the moment of its appearance 
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